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when he was promoted Lieutenant-Colonel in the Duke of
York's regiment. He had evidently at this time impressed
his personality on the French Court. He had been there
a year before with half a dozen English officers on the way
to the Maestricht campaign. Once again the Great King
acknowledged the bows of the young Adonis in scarlet and
gold, of whose exploits under the planets of Mars and Venus
he had already been well informed through the regular
channels. He would certainly not have allowed the royal
radiance to play upon this elegant, graceful figure if there
were not veils which shroud the future.
No historian has examined the scanty records of Churchill's
movements from 1674 to 1677 with the care and accuracy
of Atkinson. It is surprising that he should cast, doubts upon
Churchill's presence at the battle of Sinzhcim. The founda-
tions of this are solid. Mr Hare, some day the Duke of
Marlborough's chaplain, afterwards Bishop of Chichestcr, ac-
companied him on several of his campaigns. 11 is wcll-kn< >wn
journal was read by Marlborough himself, and is one of our
comparatively few indisputable documents. Hare, writing
about the campaign of 1704, states that on June 15 the Duke
advanced to Sinzheim, " which he could not but remember
since the year 1674, when he there commanded an English
regiment under that great general Marshal Turenne, in the
memorable battle fought between him and the Imperial
generals, the Duke of Loraine and Count Caprara," x
This passage is familiar. It is confirmed by a manuscript
account of the battle of Sinzheim which a search of the
French military archives has revealed.2 By this document
Churchill is shown serving apart from his own regiment as
a volunteer, as at Maestricht, with Douglas's regiment of
foot in the French reconnaissance before the battle.
As it was known that there was no news of the enemy army
about Heidelberg, and thinking that it was stationed far off to
the right in the direction of the Margravate of Baden, Douglas
was immediately ordered to advance with 1500 musketeers and
6 guns. On the third day after his departure from Hagenau he
1 Coxe, i, 8 n.                      * Dtp6t da la guerre, 413, pi6cc 138.
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